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 CULTURAL HERITAGE IMAGING (CHI) APPOINTS NEW EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR 

 
San Francisco — Elizabeth S. Peña, Ph.D., former Director of the Art Conservation Department 
at Buffalo State College, SUNY, has been named Executive Director of Cultural Heritage 
Imaging (CHI), a non-profit organization dedicated to the development and dissemination of 
digital imaging techniques for those who care for humanity’s treasures.  

As Director of Art Conservation, Peña worked with a wide variety of public agencies and private 
foundations to secure funding for departmental priorities, acquiring over $3.5 million for the 
department over her five-year tenure. Peña strengthened the department's existing partnerships, 
developed new avenues for collaboration, and helped to organize several national conferences. 
CHI Founder and Director Carla Schroer said, " CHI’s Board of Directors warmly welcomes 
Elizabeth to our organization. Her background in archaeology, museum conservation, and 
leadership is a perfect fit for us and central to our expanding work in digital imaging for museum 
research and documentation." 

Peña earned her M.A. and Ph.D. from Boston University's Department of Archaeology, and a 
B.A. in Classical Archaeology from the University of Michigan. Her current archaeological 
research interests focus on 18th-c. exchange between Native Americans and Europeans, 
specifically at Old Fort Niagara State Historic Site, where Peña co-directs archaeological 
research. She is an advocate for a heightened role for conservation in the museum and in the 
community. Peña is a Museum Assessment Program Surveyor for the American Association of 
Museums, an adjunct faculty member at the Museum Studies program, John F. Kennedy 
University, and a Visiting Scholar at the Archaeological Research Facility, University of 
California, Berkeley. 

Prior to serving as Director of Art Conservation at Buffalo State College, Peña was Curator of 
Anthropology at the Buffalo Museum of Science, and a faculty member at the University at 
Buffalo, Department of Anthropology. 

Cultural Heritage Imaging (CHI), a San Francisco based 501(c)(3) non-profit, works to advance 
the state of the art in digital capture and documentation of the world’s cultural, historic, and 
artistic treasures. By providing tools, technology, and training, CHI drives adoption of new best 
practices by cultural heritage professionals. These practices benefit museums, libraries, 
archaeological sites, other cultural heritage institutions, and the audiences they serve.  
 
 

 


